Camp 2021
on message : December 2020
Dear Friends,

The good news is we hope that next
year’s camp at Viney Hill is still good to
go at the moment. It is scheduled for the
week 24th - 31st July 2021.
This exciting activity camp, situated in
the Forest of Dean, is not only an
awesome setting but the Viney Hill
Centre organise a host of fantastic
activities to keep everyone occupied.
Booking information will be sent out to
Campaigner Centres in January. If you
would like to know more, please contact
Maureen Cottrell on 01753 512243 or
visit ‘jointhecampaigners.org.uk’
We had hoped to bring you details of
other events next year but due to the
ongoing Covid situation, it would be
unwise for The Campaigners to enter
into other commitments at this stage. We
will bring you further details in the Spring
edition of the Lifeline.

The Campaigners can receive 0.5% of
any eligible purchases you make as a
donation at no additional cost to you .
Simply shop via smile.amazon.co.uk or
in the AmazonSmile-enabled app. instead
of the normal Amazon uk website.
Any money received from Amazon will be
added to the Lifeline Grant Scheme to
help young people go to camp or to
embark on a Christian venture.

There’s a signpost near where I live pointing to ‘Church End.’ I expect you may have
seen a similar sign elsewhere on your travels. As a Christian, that’s not a destination
I recognise although we are led to believe that the church and it’s message of hope
is not relevant to society today. Whatever crisis you choose, the message of hope
and trust in a creator God isn’t being heard clearly enough. Instead, we hope for the
best from our leaders or whichever ‘expert’ tells us what we want to hear.
Advent is the beginning of a new church year. We sing the hymn “O Come, O come
Emmanuel’ - God with us - seen at work today, as He has for almost 2000 years,
through the actions and prayers of the people of God who gather as His church.
If I have an overarching vision of the role of The Campaigners on the cusp of it’s
second 100 years, it’s that it models itself as being a genuine ‘church’ of young
people. A real ‘Movement’ of young folk meeting together, growing together and
going out together into the world with the Gospel message of hope, truth and light.

There’s also money in music!
Did you know that The Campaigners
receives a copyright royalty from every
Mission Praise song book sold? Song
number 546 was written by our founder,
Colin Kerr and The Campaigners have
the copyright. Alas, our most recent
share amounted to just £8, but hey, at
least we’re in there!

The concept of a CrossTrax Church (XTC) has this vision at it’s heart. It’s a working
title for a project that reimagines youth church under a Campaigner banner and
would fit into youth ministry for children who are older than (say) those which Messy
Church caters for. I see this as an evolution of what we are doing already, giving
groups old and new a fresh identity and purpose whilst complementing being church
with weekday activity. For your prayers, I am seeking others, who have a passion for
such a vision, to work together and help shape and develop a potential network of
CrossTrax churches. It’s pioneering, it’s ambitious and above all, it’s still
Campaigning! Please contact me if you would like to join in the XTC revolution!

It’s a simple song, taking almost word for
word the text from Psalm 119 v 18
Open Thou mine eyes,
That I may behold
Wondrous, wondrous things
Out if Thy law.

Finally, thank you for your positive feedback about this regular ‘on message’ prayer
letter. It is published monthly by email to those I have an email address for.
Otherwise, on message will be included in this three-times-a-year Lifeline in paper
format. I am more than happy to send you the monthly prayer letter by Royal Mail if
you contact me and request it.
Tim Greenhalgh 4 Dec. 2020

Wouldn’t it be great to see Campaigner
songwriters and musicians writing some
new Christian songs! Now there’s a
challenge for you. Maybe you could
perform your song on YouTube for us all.

You are Peter, a rock. This is the rock on which I will put
together my church, a church so expansive with energy that
not even the gates of hell will be able to keep it out.
Matthew 16: 18 (The Message)

The Campaigner

During this advent season, watch and pray...
•

•

•

•

Give thanks for a really useful time spent together last month on Zoom with
many representative leaders from the Campaigner Clans. Despite the current
situation we are facing, there are glimmers of hope and a determined effort
being made to keep in touch with as many young people as possible.
th

The Campaigner trustees have set aside Saturday, 20 March 2021 as a
Day of Prayer , topped and tailed by a Zoom ‘International Prayer Fellowship’
opportunity for all Campaigner members and supporters and anyone else who
care about the future ministry of The Campaigners. Pray for a great response!
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Back in the day, when my father used to edit this Lifeline
magazine for Campaigners, many of the articles were
attributed to a certain John Bright. What the readers
may not have realised is that John Bright was an alias
or pen name for Frank Greenhalgh! Throughout time,
aliases have been used to hide the identity of a real
person, from Viola to Cesario in Twelfth Night and Mark
Twain was really Samuel Clemans. Others have taken a
new name to highlight a new persona behind their
identity. A fictional example is Clark Kent (Superman).
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•
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The Bible has many examples of people whose name
was changed by God. It was generally done to establish
a new identity that God wished them to embody. Jacob
became Israel, Simon became Peter. On his own Peter
was not a rock. He ran hot and cold depending on the
circumstances. With the Holy Spirit, however, Peter
became the stabilising influence for the new church.

STOP PRESS
Save the date!
Sat, 20th March 2021
A Day of Prayer for
The Campaigners
plus shared times on
Zoom for everyone!

Pray for the reopening of Campaigner Groups which is still very limited with
some centres not having been able to restart at all. Please pray that contact will
still be maintained with the children and young people who attend
Campaigners. Pray too for group leaders and church leaders as they negotiate
their way through the ever changing Covid rules and restrictions.
Continue to pray for the impact of the Lifeline publication designed to appeal to
all Campaigners, including the young people and their families. Pray that more
people, especially our younger readers, will engage with the wider world of The
Campaigners and send in their stories to share.

•

Please pray for the new “Lifeline Grant Scheme’ designed to encourage young
people to put their faith into action by embarking on a Christian venture or
enterprise. This fund also helps with camp fees for those in financial need.

•

We are still optimistic that our Viney Hill camp will take place between 24 - 31
July 2021. Please pray for the team involved in organising the camp and the
extra work that will be needed to make the camp safe. Pray too for the right
opportunities to enable us to run more events and residential times away.

•

We have recently been told that Jean Parker and Grace Metcalf have gone to
be with the Lord. Give thanks for their lives and the long and faithful service
they each gave to The Campaigners.

•

Finally, please carry on praying for the vision for a CrossTrax Church network
within The Campaigners. There is a clear gap in youth ministry provision for
young folk of Secondary School age. Pray that we get a team of people
together with a passion for creating a youth church for young people.
Tim Greenhalgh:

The Rectory, Church Lane,
Welford on Avon CV37 8EL
Email
tim@campaignersew.org.uk
Tel:
01789 751546 or 07815 742 757
The Campaigners 7 Frankpledge Road, Coventry CV3 5GT
Reg. Charity:
1124155

What’s in a name?

We’re not changing the name of The Campaigners, but
the wind of change is reflected in our ‘on-message’
prayers this month. As for the Lifeline, this is our shop
window to each other and to the world. Your stories and
contributions put real ‘Life’ into The Campaigners.
Tim Greenhalgh (my real name!)

WIN a prize!!!

The online Advent calendar

www.hasbury.org/christmas/

Nativity Crossword

The top three STAR contributions
will each win a £20 Amazon Gift
Card as a prize. It need not be a
long piece if writing, just 60 to 80
words is ideal and of course, any
photos are would be great.
Tell us what your perfect
adventure would be? Maybe we
could organise a new camp that
fulfils your dream!

MODERN
SLAVERY

Gethelp,report a
concernorseekadvice.
Call the Modern Slavery &
Exploitation Helpline:

What do you truly care about?
Is it Climate Change, Modern day
slavery, orphans in the Third
World, or what? Tell us about it
and we could do a feature in a
future issue of The Lifeline.

08000121700
Orusethe App:
Modern Slavery & Exploitation
Helpline reporting app:

With your parent’s permission
Email tim@campaignersew.org.uk

Go on a

hiddeninplain sight
inourcommunities

IF SOMEONEISINIMMEDIATEDANGERCALL:999

journey

There’s some amazing Christian music out
there to be discovered on YouTube. If you’re
like me, I love finding new music and some
clever videos by following the ‘Related
Videos.’ To set you going, try some of the
following Christian artistes suggestions and
then begin your own journey finding new stuff. You can Email me
(tim@campaignersew.org.uk) the URL links to any you think are worth
sharing with others in the next edition of The Lifeline. Have fun!
Lauren Daigle
Matthew West
For King and Country
Matt Redman
Rend Collective
Hillsong - Young and Free
And, if you like Ed Sheeran, try searching:
‘If Ed Sheeran’s “Perfect” were a Christian song by Beckah Shae’

Awesome and easy Orange Mousse Recipe
Here’s an easy recipe for you to try. You’ll need:
•

205ml tin of evaporated milk (chilled)

•

1 block of orange jelly

•

Chocolate sprinkles

1. Dissolve the jelly in 200ml of boiling water, allow to cool but not to set.
2. Pour evaporated milk into aa bowl and whisk until it doubles in volume
3. Whisk the jelly until it also doubles in volume
4. Combine the evaporated milk and jelly and whisk together
5. Pour into individual dishes or serving bowl and place it in the fridge for 2 hrs.
6. When set, decorate with sprinkles or anything else using your imagination!

Happy Christmas
to all Eagles, Junos, CrossTrax
and Delta Campaigners

The mission of The Campaigners is to share the Good News of Jesus Christ and to help
everyone, especially children and young people, discover and develop a personal living
faith in Jesus Christ. The strap-line, ‘Preparing for Life’ highlights this aim.
To help meet this aim, we want to remove any barriers that may prevent attendance at
its youth camps and activities. We also wish to support young people and adults to
widen their experience of Christian mission or to engage in local mission initiatives. In
addition, as part of our ambition to promote the DofE Award as a tool for teenage
youthwork and the tangible benefits participants can gain, we are inviting applications
from Campaigner groups to cover the individual new entrant’s fee to join the Award until
the end of 2021
The Lifeline Grant Scheme for 2021 Grant applications are invited as follows:
1. Any Individual may apply to the Scheme for an enterprise grant towards the cost
of a Christian venture or to set-up a voluntary project. Applicants will be expected to
acknowledge the support given by The Campaigners and to share their story. Grants
under this section are discretionary and will be considered by The Campaigner
Trustees at the end of January, April, July and October.
2. Any Youth Group leader may apply on behalf of their group members and leaders
for a grant to assist those in need or hardship to attend a nationally organised
Campaigner Camp or residential event. This section maintains the help previously
offered by the ‘George Hedger Camp Bursary Fund’ to help Campaigner children,
young people & leaders to attend camp who would otherwise be unable to go.
3. Youth Group leaders may apply for a grant to cover the cost of the Duke of
Edinburgh Award (Bronze, Silver or Gold) participation fees for the Award. It is for
participants who are in a group registered with The Campaigners to run the Award.
We would welcome feedback to help promote the Award and this Grant Scheme.
How to apply?
To find out more about the Scheme and conditions of eligibility or to ask for an individual
or group application form, please contact the Campaigners’ Operations Director,
Tim Greenhalgh, Email tim@campaignersew.org.uk or visit jointhecampaigners.org.uk
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Hello again,
I hope you enjoyed the last issue of Lifeline.
Here’s your Christmas edition which I hope
you enjoy as much. These are your pages so
please send me your short stories, or tell me
about what you like about Campaigners,
share your favourite Christian music or
anything you think other Campaigners would
like. All I need is your parent’s permission to
let me use your name and story. And don’t
forget, there’s a prize for the best stories!
Happy Christmas,
Tim

