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Next year The Campaigners celebrates its 100th birthday. We are determined to mark this
milestone in a significant way - a step in our journey that takes us Back to the Future.
We have no idea what future challenges the Campaigners will face, but the best centenary gift
we can offer is to ensure that we are well placed to take on the challenges of the next 100 years.
We are seeking to give everyone the chance to get involved and to relive the same vision and
zeal that our founder; Colin Kerr would have had way back in 1922.
As we look ahead, we recognise the urgency of the Christian message of salvation and hope in
our time. We want to engage with more people than ever before. We want to hear of more lives
touched by Jesus. We want others to turn to look at us and see a dynamic Christian movement
that children and young people want to belong to. We want to be a safe place where every
young person can thrive. We want to be a movement that together makes a world of difference.
The Campaigner Trustees will be meeting on Thursday, 27th May to continue to shape a
Centenary Campaign. A Campaign that which celebrates our past, but more importantly, will
help define the beginning of another 100 years. This is a unique and timely opportunity to seize
the moment – and an exciting step beyond our comfort zone into the unknown!
‘Pass through, pass through the gates! Prepare the way for the people. Build up, build up the
highway! Remove the stones. Raise a banner for the nations’ (Isaiah 62:10)
We would value your prayers at this vital moment in time – and, rather than list prayer topics this
month, I would invite you to simply reflect on your own experiences of Campaigners, highlighting
in your mind your special memories and sacred moments – those occasions where heaven and
earth seemed to touch! In your prayers, we all need to pray that those special memories and
sacred moments are experienced by the future generations as well.
In this context, we would value your payers for God’s agenda to rule over all our bright ideas,
claiming the promise that He gives us all we need to fulfill His purposes. Pray for a boldness that
leads to action – jumping out of the boat, and staying afloat – keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus!
And pray that the Lord would prompt everyone to get involved in our 100+ Campaign in any way
they can – including a continuing commitment to prayer.
“’Lord, if it is you, ‘ Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.’ ‘Come,’ He said. Then
Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came towards Jesus” (Matthew 14:28-29)
The current Campaigner trustees are Maureen Cottrell, Bob Slade, Iris Challis, Doff Alexander,
Laurence & Julie Witchalls, Joy Howell, Sheila Armstrong and myself, Tim Greenhalgh.

1922 The Vision.
An extract from ‘A Midnight Vision’ The story of Colin Kerr and the Campaigners.
‘One night a young vicar sat in his study. It had been a long day and he
was getting drowsy. Yet, unknown to him, this was to be no ordinary night
but one which would hold the beginning of a new challenge of which he
had not the slightest inkling.
The year was 1922, the time just before midnight. In spite of his interest
in young people, he was not thinking of them on that particular night.
Quite suddenly, clearly and vividly, he was given what he could only
describe as a vision from God. It was all quite plain. There was to be a
new Movement for boys and girls. He felt compelled to record what was
revealed to him and he began to type, without forethought and without
effort, continuing for almost three hours.’
In those three hours, everything from the ‘Unto Him’ motto, the password ‘Through and
Through’ and the programme of three-monthly campaigns was committed to paper. Inevitably,
‘Campaigners’ was to become the name for the new movement.
The roots of those early Campaigners was at the rough edges of society, a ministry that today
would be described as ‘Pioneer Ministry.’ The book describes the establishment of the original
Headquarters in Spitalfields, right in the heart of the East End of London. Spitalfields is
described as being ‘classed as one of the most overcrowded areas in the world at that time. It
was the district where Jack the Ripper committed his horrible murders and where police went
on patrol in pairs. Razor fights were not uncommon and the old thieves’ kitchens were still in
existence. The alcoholics, drug addicts, prostitutes and those ‘down on their luck’ gathered
there, and the one area to the south was aptly named ‘Itchy Park.’ Few attended the
magnificent churches in this part of London, built with money from the world famous silk that
was once weaved in Spitalfields, and ‘congregations could often be counted in single figures.’
You may well note, there is nothing new under the sun. We may be more affluent, but social
problems are still far too common and many churches face dwindling congregations with little or
no provision for Christian youth-work, especially for teenagers. I share these interesting
excerpts with you to emphasise that from its very origins, pioneering ministry is innate to the
Campaigners. It’s at the heart of all that we are and it’s clearly written on the banner under
which we stand, ‘Unto Him.’ As we look forward to 2022 and beyond, this really is a ‘Back to the
Future’ moment. We press on - but let us never forget our roots!
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A Midnight Vision is an amazing account of God’s vision, provision and enabling. Reading
about our Campaigner journey and retracing the footsteps of our founder, is an experience that
gives us encouragement for tomorrow with a just go for it attitude trusting in God’s provision a
day at a time. If you would like a copy, please get in touch and I’ll send you a copy. The cover
price is £6.99 but you may have it free of charge if you promise to read it and share it!
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