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The

Campaigners - on message
True North
Map reading and learning how to use a compass to navigate a route has been a skill that many a
Campaigner will recall – especially those who have ‘done their DofE.’ You may remember that when
transferring a compass bearing from a map to use in the field you needed to add a few degrees to
compensate for the variation between True North and Magnetic North. Interestingly, over the next
couple of years there is no variation between north on the map and magnetic north – they are totally
aligned for the first time since 1660. During the next 185 years or so, the variation will swing up to 27
degrees eastwards before returning to equal alignment again sometime around 2390!
I’ve just been reading a new book, written by Jonny Baker entitled Pioneer Practice which is an excellent
and pragmatic mix of research, stories, articles and insights to help the reader take a fresh look at
Christian Mission. It encourages us to look for new paths, seeing and imagining different possibilities, and
establishing new forms of church where church isn’t. The book concludes with a short section entitled
True North – the force that orients and draws us in the direction of God’s mission. It’s a metaphor that
brings to our minds the past 100 years of Campaigner people, places and occasions that indeed were
sacred – times when heaven and earth were truly aligned. These are the saints, like Frank Dallimore from
Weymouth who passed away recently and many hundreds of other faithful Campaigners like him who
gave their all on the pathway of Faith.
Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it and you
will find rest for your souls. But you said, ‘We will not walk in it.’ Jeremiah. 6:16
As we look forward to the next 100 years of The Campaigners, there is only one way to go – the good
way is God’s way – perfectly aligned with the True North of God’s mission. What will define that
pathway depends on us prayerfully asking ‘where the good way is’ and for the present and future
generations of leaders to ‘walk in it’ and not to shy away from the challenge. There’s a place for everyone
in this campaign, for some it will be a call to leadership but for every leader at the cutting edge there
needs to be an army of prayers supporting and encouraging each step of the way. Being a pioneer can be
a lonely place, where distractions, discouragements and obstacles attempt to hinder the work. Our
vision for The Campaigners is not only a desire that anyone, anywhere can be a Campaigner but that
together we can be part of a team, warmed, encouraged and supported by that special bond that is the
hallmark of the Campaigners – mirroring the light of Christ to everyone we encounter on our journey.
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Further details about Danny Baker’s book,‘Pioneer Practice’, may be found on the website
www.getsidetracked.co It is priced at £13.

Prayers for The Campaigners
•

Where there is no guidance, a people falls; but in an abundance of counsellors there is safety. Prov. 11:14
Give thanks for the commitment of the Campaigner Trustees as they navigate the movement into a
place where we might reach even more young people with the message of Jesus. Pray too for Bob
Slade who has stood down as a trustee to focus on his ministry within the Diocese of Portsmouth.
Bob has been a trustee since 2011 and carried the role as chair and Safeguarding Lead. In your
prayers, please pray that new, and younger people, would respond your call to serve either as a
trustee and/or to support the visionary centenary campaign.

•

Whilst some groups have already resumed their Campaigner evenings, others are preparing restart
for for the first time in over 18 months. Pray that the leaders and youngsters would be eager to
return and that even more children and young people would come to experience Campaigners.

•

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and
sin which clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the
pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the
shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. Heb. 12: 1-2. This scripture is well known
to Campaigners and being pioneers for the Gospel is in our DNA. As with the Olympics, the
competition doesn’t stand still, and our response to sharing the Christian message has to be dynamic
and relevant to today’s generation. In your prayers, claim the promise that we will be given all we
need to be that dynamic powerhouse - looking only to Jesus,THE Pioneer of our faith.

•

We give thanks for the life of Frank Dallimore from St John’s,Weymouth who passed away on the
28th June after a short illness. Frank and his late wife Margaret gave a lifetime of Campaigner service
in the South West and at countless Campaigner camps. Please pray for the family and friends of Frank
at this difficult time.

•

And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for
the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ. Eph 4:11. The harvest field is indeed large but the
workers - and the huge variety skills they bring - are few. Pray especially that we see more young
people leading their peers to Jesus and serving the Kingdom of God in their world.

•

Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that
the testing of your faith produces perseverance. James 1: 2-3. Finally, we would ask you to pray for
protection against the distractions and disappointments that can de-rail us from our core task of
sharing the Gospel message much more widely through the Campaigners.

A Midnight Vision is an amazing account of God’s vision, provision and enabling.
Reading about our Campaigner journey and retracing the footsteps of our founder, it is
an experience that gives us encouragement for tomorrow - just do it, trusting in God’s
provision a day at a time. If you would like a copy, please get in touch with me and I’ll
send you a copy.The price is £6.99 but you may have it free of charge if you promise to
read it and share it!
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