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I will know that you stand firm in the one Spirit, striving together as one for the faith of the Gospel
(Philippians 1: 27b)
I can’t wait to see the new James Bond film,‘No Time to Die.’ Two years late, it’s finally being released at
the end of this month. Every Bond film features a battle between the good guys and the bad guys. We
know that 007 always wins the day but it takes two hours of urgent action, hunting down the enemy
against a ticking clock, before he succeeds in his mission to save the world - again!
C S Lewis describes the mission of the Gospel in Mere Christianity as the great espionage operation
against the kingdom of darkness in the world. Metaphorically, he describes the redeemed as being secret
agents placed ahead of time into enemy territory to prepare the way for the main invasion – Christ’s
Second Coming. That’s our mission too, fighting against the odds, on behalf of the Gospel of Christ.
We’ve thought about pioneering in ‘on message’ before, and there’s no doubt that claiming new ground
for God’s Kingdom is a priority. However, it’s the church that supports us all in our mission endeavours –
an important factor that The Campaigners recognises and why we actively support ‘belonging to’ and
‘being church’ for young people as a vital factor in our future plans.
We have already felt a sense that encouraging young people into ‘church’ (whatever that might look like
culturally) isn’t going to be a walk down Easy Street. I wrote last December about the vision of a
“CrossTrax Church’ – a working title for an evolutionary journey through which the mission and
purpose of The Campaigners could flourish. The link between a midweek activity and Christian teaching
has always been at the heart of our mission and bespoke youth churches is an ideal for many reasons. If
we are seriously behind this campaign, then we need to discover collaborators who can turn this vision
into a reality that everyone can see and a place where young people and adults develop and use their
gifts and talents in Christian service and worship.
Based on a recent study on Philippians 1, I was reminded that Paul was totally committed to the mission
of God, despite the prison circumstances he found himself in. Paul writes,‘what has happened to me has
actually served to advance the gospel.’ because he could witness to the 9000 strong elite guards at the
palace. The word ‘advance’ used means to ‘invade enemy terrain’ – a tough call but also a place of
blessing and victory. We are also reminded that God is sovereign. All things work together for good. He
will not let us go. He gives us all we need to fulfil His purposes.
Our prayers this month focus on our Campaigner Centres as they each prepare for the Autumn Term.
Some groups have already resumed their Campaigner evenings, whilst others are preparing restart for
the first time in over 18 months. Your prayers are crucial in the battle against opposition or lack of
inertia that would prevent more children and young people returning to Campaigners.
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Prayers for The Campaigners
•

St Paul’s, Slough were able to re-start after Easter this year after not meeting since November 2020.
Maureen Cottrell reports that numbers dropped when they re-started in the summer especially for
the Delta group. Groups will begin again on Monday Sept. 6th for Crosstrax & Delta groups, and
Thursday 9th for the Eagles & Junos. Please pray for extra leaders, especially for the younger Eagles
group and that the big advertising push will encourage more Church families to send their children.

•

Albert & Elizabeth Wood from the Campaigners in Sevenoaks Centre ask for your prayers as they re-open ‘in
person’ for indoor meetings. Pray for the safety of the leaders and young folk in the term ahead. Pray too for
those in their group who are going off to University, that they will make new Christian friends and remain firm
in their faith. Give thanks for a safe and successful local summer camp near Henfield, West Sussex.

•

The Campaigners at Belhus Park are reopening all their Campaigner groups from next week. After a
break of 18 months many of the young people will have ‘moved up’ to the next section. Pastor and
Campaigner leader Julien Rogers asks for prayer for the Lord’s help and blessing on all the children,
young people and leaders as they all begin to get back to their activities.

•

Doff Alexander from Hasbury Christian Centre, Halesowen reports that they are hoping to resume
Campaigners later in September but the real need in resuming the work is for more leaders to help run the
groups. After a break of 18 months, most of the children will be of CrossTrax / Inters age now so the
programming and leadership may need to reflect the different activities.

•

Pray for Sheila Armstrong and the Campaigners at Summerfield, Birmingham who are seeking new
premises to run their groups and the need for more leaders to help and support their youth ministry

•

David Ruddick, the vicar at Emmanuel, Morden tells us that the Campaigners are not restarting immediately
pending a major youth ministry review within Emmanuel and the three other churches in the team. Your
prayers are asked for wisdom in this process, for the opportunities that exist within the local schools and for
the contacts that have been maintained with the Junos members and their families during lock-down.

•

Give thanks for the involvement of young people, who are current or former Campaigner members,
in the Sunday Worship band at Hendon Baptist Church. Pray for the Centre leader, Mike Gardner and
the whole leadership team as they prepare to resume Campaigner this autumn.

•

Having had to cancel our National Camp for the second year in a row, please pray that our camp at the
Viney Hill Christian Adventure Centre will be able to go ahead next year. The dates are 30th July to 6th August.
Colin and Tracy Guy, who have led this camp for a number of years, are unavailable to run the camp next
year. Please pray that God will provide the right leadership team to come together and lead our 2022 camp.

•

Please pray for the Campaigner Trustees as they meet together on Thursday, 16th September. Pray for
wisdom and an enthusiasm as they look ahead into The Campaigner’s Centenary year.
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