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The River Wye at Symonds Yat

Wet feet.

Joshua 3: 1 – 17

“When you see the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God, and the priests carrying it, you are to move out
from your positions and follow it. Then you will know which way to go, since you have never been this way
before.
Joshua told the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do amazing things among you.”
And the Lord said to Joshua, “Today I will begin to exalt you in the eyes of all Israel, so they may know that I
am with you as I was with Moses.
Yet as soon as the priests who carried the ark reached the Jordan and their feet touched the water’s
edge, the water from upstream stopped flowing. So, the people crossed over opposite Jericho.
In this November issue of ‘on message’ our focus will be on one the key areas of our national
ministry – our Campaigner Camps programme.
As you read the whole Joshua 3: 1-17 passage, imagine that you are on the riverbank where God’s
people are camping. Looking into the camp you sense the mixed emotions of hope and hesitation.
Reflecting on their long journey, you overhear ‘Remember when…’ stories being shared of God’s
provision and direction. Then, gazing over the raging river ahead, the moonlit shadows of giants haunt
them into a reflective silence. All their hopes and dreams could be gone in a trice by morning.
The long journey was the easy part, these last few steps of faith would be the hardest.
Our Campaigner camp at Viney Hill has been booked for the week commencing 30th July next year,
and plans are underway to make this a come-back to remember. I will be heading up the camp team
as CO and we are planning to add some brand-new activities and interests, as well as some of the
existing favourites. Over the coming weeks we shall be meeting up with the Viney Hill staff team to
discuss the opportunities for our 2022 camp and to explore how our relationship with Viney Hill as a
centre might be enhanced in the future.
From the River Jordan, take yourself now to a campsite, close to the River Wye and look back on the
blessings and great times Campaigner Camps have been over the years. Our ambitions for a
Campaigner youth ministry in the future are at the heart of our conversations. I believe that next
year is a time for us all to be bold and to be strong. In the face of our ever-changing youth culture,
there is a sense that we have never been this way before. Nevertheless, we are confident that there
is a future hope – because we know that the Lord is with us, as he was with Moses.
We ask that you would cover our future camps ministry in your prayers. Pray for the opportunity to
adapt so that we can reach out to more young folk. As we step out in faith to cross the river, pray
that the raging obstacles would be held back and the giants would be held at bay.
Tim Greenhalgh

Prayers for The Campaigners
‘Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy.’ Joshua 4:15
•

We thank the Lord for the rich blessings we have received through our Campaigner Camps over
the years. We also acknowledge that the harvest that we’ve had the privilege to be part of is
because of the faithful sowing of God’s Word week by week, year by year. We pray that new
leaders would be called by you to get involved in the Campaigner camp programmes.

•

Please continue to pray for our camp at the Viney Hill Christian Adventure Centre between July 30th and
August 6th next year. Pray for the provision of a full camp team, for the programme planning and for
those young people who will be booking into the camp over the next few months.

•

Pray also for our relationship with Viney Hill and how we might have the opportunity use and to
work more closely with the centre.

•

The Lifeline Grant Scheme has been set up to help young people who can’t afford to go to camp and also
to help any youth group or individual to undertake an ambitious project that acknowledges the
Campaigner’s support. Your prayers are asked that more young people would benefit from this
opportunity and that the Campaigners would gain positive feedback from the participants.

•

The Campaigners want to create further inroads into Christian youth-work via our close
connections with the Duke of Edinburgh Award. This would involve youth leader training to set
up and run church based D of E groups and to ensure those groups are run safely by accredited
leaders. Please pray for more opportunities for more groups wishing to run the D of E Award in
a Christian environment.

•

The Trustees are continuing to seek the use of premises that would become a focus for our Mission
activity. There is so many possibilities we could resource, offer training, and stage more residential events
even for smaller groups. We also want to develop the CrossTrax Church concept that could be so pivotal
in our future mission to young people. Please pray for a clear vision of God’s will and purpose for such a
venture - and again, for the boldness to take the risk.
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