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Philippians 4: 4 - 7
Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord
is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
As I write this introduction to our March edition of ‘on message’, it is against a backdrop of
the invasion in Ukraine. Each day we are seeing images of a peaceful population suffering as
their world has been turned upside down in a matter of days.
As I’ve watched the news from the Ukraine with real-time reports of children and young
people hiding in the underground or escaping to neighbouring counties, I wonder how the
reality of this situation affects the kids here in our own country. After 2-years of Covid,
now this. All those things we all thought was safe and secure and the institutions we
believed could protect us and look after us have been left wanting. It’s at times like this that
we all turn to prayer - looking for something we can trust in to give us peace and hope.
Our passage from Philippians begins with the word ‘Rejoice’ - which isn’t quite how we feel
right now. Of course, we aren’t talking about a cheerful disposition here, but rather
something that’s more supernatural - it is joy in the Lord. We may never quite get to this
point from what we see of our troubled world, but Paul repeats the command for emphasis,
as if to say,‘It is possible, so don’t shrug off what I’m saying.’
If we never give up in our prayers, then over time we begin to learn to see the world more
through Christ’s eyes. This, in turn helps us to show, or confess the love / peace / hope / joy
that God promises. All this is ‘so that…’ we do not need to worry - and instead, replace it
with requests to the Almighty. All this,‘so that…’ the peace of God which transcends
understanding, will guard out hearts and minds in Christ Jesus, so that others will see…
There are many topics for prayer within The Campaigners, and these have featured in detail
within recent editions of on message. But for this month, let us make it our top priority to
pray for the Ukraine and for world peace. You may also feel drawn to pray for the children
and young people in our Campaigner groups and indeed in many other places where young
folk are engaging with Christian leaders - that this young generation need not be afraid if
they experience the peace and hope that comes through Christ.
Tim Greenhalgh

Updates for your Prayers
Drop Thy still dews of quietness, till all our strivings cease;
take from our souls the strain and stress,
and let our ordered lives confess
the beauty of Thy peace.
• We pray especially for the people in the Ukraine, caught up in a war that nobody can
believe or understand why this has come to their doorstep and we pray for an early
end to the conflict. As Campaigners, with a heart for children and young people, we
pray especially for the those young folk who will be scarred for life by their experiences
of cruelty, loss and hurt. May they and may we too, looking on with a heartfelt concern,
see and know Your Peace and Hope in the Ukraine and in our World. We pray that by
trusting in You we would all discover and confess the beauty of Your peace.
• Bookings are still coming in for this years camp at Viney Hill Christian Adventure Centre
between July 30th.. At this moment we still need more leaders and helpers to staff every aspect
of the camp well. It would be really great to see more Delta teenagers booking into the camp.
We are prepared to tailor the programme to accommodate the programme accordingly.
• 100 Years of The Campaigners: A Special Event for everyone! Saturday 1st October
2022 at St Pauls, Slough starting at 11am. until 4pm. Keep this date in your diary for a
special Campaigner Celebration of our past, present and springboard into the future.
• I have been asked for a list of Centres and the leaders and helpers names for each of our
current Campaigner groups so that they can be prayed for by name. Here is the list which I
trust is correct since I rely on each Centre to update me of any changes in their Annual Return.
• Belhus Park Chapel:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sandra Mallett, Julien & Joanne Rogers, Jennifer Rawe,
Alan Hobbs & Fiona Wallace
St Nicholas, Sevenoaks:
Albert & Elizabeth Wood, Rosemary Wood,
Alexander Wood & Andrew Stanley.
St Paul’s Slough:
Maureen Cottrell, Mary Ward, Marco Kriek, Ross Hinder
& Stephen Jacob
Hendon Baptist:
Mike Gardner,Vincent James, Aristeo & Lanie Acorda,
Lindsay Jacobs, Susan Waihumbu & Rebecca Bhavanasi
Emmanuel Morden:
David Ruddick, John Mosely, Pat Wellbelove, Hilary Scott,
Stuart Belcher & Anne Wigmore.
Christ Church, Summerfield: Sheila Armstrong, Laura Rutherford & Joy Constantine
Hasbury Christian Fellowship, Halesowen:
Joy Howell, Doff Alexander,
Timothy Childe & Deborah Dean
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