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On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. Jesus
also was invited to the wedding with his disciples. When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said
to him, “They have no wine.” And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does this have to do with me?
My hour has not yet come.” His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” (John 2)
This must be the year for weddings! Personally I’ve got three weddings this year, one of
which was last week - a brilliant family event with lots of fun and laughter, the sun shone and
the wine didn’t run out!
During the wedding service, the reading and homily was based on this account of the
wedding at Cana. In our relationships and work in the Campaigners, I believe we can take
heart with the character of Jesus reflected in this story. As I look at the overall picture of
youth ministry within our country today, I sense that the wine is running out in terms of the
engagement that young folk are having with the Gospel message. At best, it seems that the
core of the Christian message is being watered down and at worst, it’s virtually evaporated.
You will know from our prayer themes that, like Mary we are also saying to Jesus,‘They have
no wine.’ No matter how reluctant Jesus might be, we persevere in our prayers and seek to
hear what Jesus is telling us to do.
Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding 20 or 30
gallons. Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim.
And he said to them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the feast.” So they took it.
When the master of the feast tasted the water, now become wine, and did not know where it came
from. The master called the bridegroom and said, ‘Everyone serves the good wine first, and when
people have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you have kept the good wine until now.’
In faith, we fill up our Campaigner jars with water and continue to serve up the essence of
our Christian ministry week by week in our Campaigner Centres and year by year at camp
and other events. In faith we hold on to our prayers being answered, believing that through
The Campaigners, many thousands of children and young people throughout our land (and
beyond) will taste and see that the ‘good wine’ of the Kingdom is indeed the very best!
If there is anything to celebrate in this, our centenary year, then it has to be the potential to
serve up more of this New Wine to future generations, in even greater measure than we
have over the past 100 years.
Tim Greenhalgh

Cana in Galilee today:

for your Prayers this month
Fill the jars with water…
John 2: 7

Three aspects of our Campaigner ministry dominate our thoughts this coming month.
Preparations are well under way for our annual camp at Viney Hill, it’s the Campaigner
Trustees AGM on June 22nd and the planning for a fitting 100 years celebration in
October. Your prayers are vital in these areas - as well as your ongoing prayers for the
faithful work within our Campaigner Centres around the country.
• The numbers booked in to our Summer camp have risen steadily and there are now 39 of us
who are excitedly counting the days off to the 30th July. Please cover all the preparations that
are taking place to organise a fantastic and memorable week away. We have leaders and
children representing nine different churches : Teignmouth, Slough, Welford on Avon,
Chesterfield, Harold Wood, Summerfield (Birmingham), Battersea, Hasbury (Halesowen) and
Cheltenham.
• Pray for the pre-camp meeting of all the leaders coming to camp on the 18th June.This is
the occasion where we begin to gel the team together and ensure all the various
aspects of camp are organised. Every leader has be ‘accredited’ to be a Camp Leader
which involves undertaking a separate training session during this camp meeting to
cover the aspects of Safeguarding that are unique to residential activities with children.
• Please pray for the Trustees as they meet on Thursday, 22nd June for the Annual Meeting. Pray
especially that the Lord would call or nudge new members to consider joining the trustee team.
As we continue to look into the start of our next centenary, it is our hope and prayer for much
younger trustees to join the team.
• Turning our thoughts towards the future, please pray for the opportunities, people and a
passionate interest amongst every single Campaigner for the next steps for movement.
Pray in the sure knowledge that as we take a leap of faith - filling our jars with water that the miracle of luscious new wine would result. Our prayer is that the Campaigners
would be a dynamic force for youth ministry inside and outside our churches - telling
afresh the Gospel message of hope and salvation to generations to come.
•

I know that some of you like to pray for the leaders and young people by name during camp week.
If you contact me I will, by request, send you a list of the campers and our camp programme in July.
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